It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) Science and Research Summit 2019: Putting pharmacy and science at the forefront of healthcare.
Firstly, we would like to acknowledge all who have contributed to making this event happen, in particular members of the conference steering committee, Science and Research Board, Science Review Panel and the Practice Research Panel. In the latter case, we would like to thank Professor Derek Stewart for his support and welcome Dr Simon White as the incoming chair. We would also like to acknowledge the support of our Summit collaborative partners, the Academy of Pharmaceutical Sciences and the Joint Pharmaceutical Analysis Group.
The philosophy behind the Summit is to bring science and practice together in a conference that underlines the fundamental synergy between research, education, science and professional development. Our internationally recognised speakers, including keynote speaker Dame Sally Davies -Chief Medical Officer for England, have been selected to inspire and challenge; our session leaders are experts and influencers pushing the boundaries of innovation in the pharmaceutical sciences right across industry, academia and practice. Correspondingly, we have chosen themes of paramount importance to our profession which will resonate with many people. These include:
Antimicrobial resistance Healthy ageing and management of long-term conditions Counterfeit medicine, illegal substances and the Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) Artificial intelligence and connected health Illicit drugs, alcohol and mental health The event itself offers a rare opportunity for participants to learn about innovations in drug development and delivery, including the requirements for translating research into practice. Hosted the day before the implementation of the Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) on 9th February, the Summit invites participants to join in a thought leadership discussion on one of the most important issues affecting the sector and the UK as a whole and that is, of course, Brexit.
We are proud to present a panel of key opinion leaders who will provide fascinating and thought-provoking insight into the debate: The Abstracts In recognition of our shared commitment to communicating evidence from pharmacy and the pharmaceutical sciences, we are delighted to oversee the parallel publication of supplements in the Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmacology and the International Journal of Pharmacy Practice. In these supplemental issues you will find abstracts for oral and poster presentations which traverse the spectrum of medicines development and use, from discovery to health services research, education and policy. The RPS Science and Research Summit underpins our commitment to continuing to develop and disseminate the evidence base for pharmacy and the role of pharmacists in leading research, education and innovation. We anticipate the event will deliver an informative and enjoyable day, presenting a unique opportunity to network and debate cutting-edge research from across the sector. 
